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PREFACE. 


Tr need hardly be said, that the mate. 
riais for the following chapters have been 
almost wholly obtained from Keith’s 
“ Evidence of the truth of the Christian 
religion, derived from the literal fulfil- 
ment of prophecy ; particularly as illus- 
trated by the history of the Jews, and by 
the discoveries of recent travellers.”” The 
whole aim of the compiler has been to | 
select such portions as would best an- 
swer the purpose, and so present them 
as to suit the capacities of children and 
youth. Simplicity in arrangement and 
_ language has been the difficult part of the 
writer’s task. The epistolary, or rather 
colloquial form, has been used, under the 


supposition that it would be most apt to 
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attract and hold the attention of those for 
whom the work is designed. If it have 
the effect to direct the attention of our 
youth to the “sure word of prophecy,” 
fasten conviction of the truth of Scripture © 
on their minds, and, especially, lead them 
to believe “ with the heart unto righteous- 
ness,’ and with the mouth make “ con- 
fession unto salvation,’ praise shall be 
given to the God of truth and grace for 
the honour of the instrumentality. 


THE 


BIBLE IS TRUE. 


CHAPTER I. 
INTRODUCTION. 


Tue Bible is true. I will tell you why 1 
think so. Jt is not merely because my father, 
or mother, or teacher told me so; nor because 
the ministers say the same thing, in the pulpit. 
That might be enough to make me suppose 
it probable that the Bible is true, but it would 
not fully satisfy my mind. I want to be cer-. 
tain, if I can, one way, or the other. 

I suppose my young readers know that 
some people do not believe that the Bible is 
true. If everybody believed it, there would 
_be no inquiry about it. Children would take 
it for granted, and would believe because other 
people believed. But that would not be the 
best reason; and they would grow up reaily 
ignorant, wuile they would appear to know 
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something. Every one onght to know the 
reasons that we have for believing the Bible 
to be the word of God. ‘Turn to the twelfth 
chapter of Exodus, and twenty-sixth verse. 
You see there that God supposed (or rather, 
knew) that the children of the Israelites, as 
they grew up, and saw them keeping the 
passover, would tmguire about it. ‘“ Your 
children shall say unto you, what mean ye by 
this service?” Now it is right for children 
to inquire of older persons the meaning of any 
thing they see, which they do not understand 
You see the people going to places of wor- 
ship on the Sabbath day, and hear the minis- 
ter read in the Bible, and pray, and preach, 
and the people sing hymns and psalms; and 
I hope you see your parents or guardians 
kneel down every morning and evening, after 
reading the Bible, and pray to God. And 
you go to Sabbath-school, and there you are 
learning about the Bible. Now, what is all 
this for? It is all connected with the Bible. 
Then you ask, ‘‘ what is the Bible ?”’ and 
you are told tnat itis the word of God ; thatis, 
it is a book which God caused to be written by 
different men at different times, and at .ength 
zollected together into one book, and published 
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that everyoody who wished might have it, 
and read it, and learn from it what he ought to 
do, so as to do right and please God. And 
you are told, also, that the Bible is the only 
book that tells how the world was made, and 
what kind of being God is, and what sort 
of creatures we are; how we have sinned 
against God, so that he cannot be pleased with 
us as we are; and yet how very kind God is, 
to offer to pardon and bless us, if we will re- 
pent of our sins, although it was necessary 
to make his own holy and well beloved Son 
to suffer in our stead, before he could consist 
ently pardon us. 

These are wonderful things ; and there are 
many other things in the Bible of the greatest 
importance to us. And if the Bible is not 
true, then we-do not know any thing about 
God, nor about any of those things that I 
have mentioned. Of course you begin to 
ask, ‘‘is the Bible true?”” And when your 
friends tell you that they believe it to be true, 
you wish to know why they believe it. You 
think so well of them, that you suppose they 
would not believe it, if they had no good rea- 
son: but then some people do not believe it, 
and it may be they have some reasons for that 
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You want to know therefore, why your friends 

think it true, That is right. Do not take any 

thing so important upon trust, if you can finc 

out the truth. Examine for yourself. If God 

speaks to anybody in the Bible. he speaks to 
ou. 

Do you remember little Samuel? When 
God spoke to him, he thought it was Eli; 
but Eli told him to say, next time, ‘“‘ Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth.”” Now, that 
was the way for him to be certain that it was 
the Lord. If he had said, ‘* Why Eli knows, 
and he says so, and that is enough for me,” 
he would never have been certain; and, be 
sides, he would never have had the benefit 
that he did receive from it. 

ZI think the Bible is true, because I have 
examined the reasons that are brought forward 
to prove it. I have examined them myself, 
and not taken the word of others, when I 
could get better proof. In the next chapter 
you will find what are the reasons, or at least 
some of them; and [ design, in -this little 
book, to bring only one particular reason, or 
evidence, before you, so that you can see for 
vourself; that is, the evidence of PROPHECY 
FULFILLED. 
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CHAPTER II. “ 
NATURE OF THE PROOF. 


Ir a stranger were to tell you that he sawa 
vessel sail up the river Delaware, at such atime, 
you would be likely to believe him, because 
you would know such a thing to be very pro- 
bable. Vessels sail up the river almost every 
day. But you would think no more about it, 
because it did not interest you. But suppose 
a stranger should tell you, ‘there is a fleet 
of men-of-war* coming up now, with many 
troops on board, and they intend to destroy 
the city, and kill the inhabitants, unless they 
submit to the king of Great Britain before 
they arrive,’ you would want to know his 


* Children living far in the country may not know what 
“men-of-war” are. They are ships, which have a great 
many cannon, and sailors, and soldiers on board; and the 
object of them is, to fight other ships, or destroy cities, when 
one nation is at war with another nation. I hope the time 
will soon come when “nations will learn war no more,’ 
as the Bible says 
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autnority for saying so. You would think 
of it, and inquire about it, and be ready te 
examine any proofs that he should pretend to 
bring; especially if it would be very dan 
gerous to make a mistake either way. 

For instance. If the strange messenger 
should say, ‘*‘ Whoever will go over to the 
fleet shall be safe, but whoever shall refuse 
or neglect to go shall be destroyed ;”” and, at 
the same time, you knew that if you did go, 
you would have to forfeit all your friends, and 
all you had at home, you would say to your- 
self, «* Well, it is very important that I should 
do right; for if I make a mistake, I lose all, 
either way. I will try whether this messen- 
ger is an impostor or a true man.” 

And how would you go about it?) Suppose 
he should produce a parchment, and say 
‘‘ here is the king’s proclamation ?”” Then you 
would inquire how you could tell whether 
this was really the king’s proclamation. Is 

tthe king’s hand-writing? No, it was written 
by one of his secretaries ; but it has the king’s 
own seal, which cannot be counterfeited. Now 
vou begin to have a clue, and you sit down ‘eo 
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examine this seal, and compare it with others 
if you have any, either true or false. 

Just so it is with the Bible. God sends i 
as his proclamation to us, telling us that if we 
submit to him, we shall be safe; if we refuse 
to submit, we shall perish. I will show his own 
words. Turn to the last chapter of Mark’s 
gospel, and read the fifteenth and sixtéenth 
verses, and you will find it is written thus: 
** And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
Ile that believeth, and is baptized, shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damn- 
ed.”” Now, if we say that we can show you 
God’s seal to this proclamation—a seal, too, 
that cannot be counterfeited—will you not look 
at it, and see whether we speak the truth or 
not? Do not take our word or our judgment 
for it, but look and judge for yourselves. 

What we mean by showing you God’s seal 
to the Bible is this: we intend to convince 
you that there are things in the Bible that 
could not have been in it if God had not 
given it. No deceiver could have invented it, 
and none could have done the things which 
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were done, and said the things that are said, 
or written. 

1. The Bible is so good a book, that no 
bad man could have written it, for it would be 
working against himself; and no good man 
would have done it, because a good man will 
not lie. - 

2, There were many miracles performed 
by those who wrote or preached the things 
contained in the Bible, and especially by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who performed many mi- 
racles in open day, before great multitudes, 
enemies and friends, who saw them, and 
could not deny them. And some of them 
were examined and proved in open court, 
among his enemies, who were trying to show 
that it was not so.* Now, a miracle is some- 
thing that none but God can do; so that, if 
any man does a miracle, it is because God is 
with him or has sent him. 

3. The Bible contains a great many pre 
phecies which have been fulfilled. If I were 
to tell you that it would rain to-morrow, and 
it should happen, you would think I had 


* Read the ninth chapter of John’s gospel. 
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loosed at the sky, or the barometer, and think 
no more of it. If I were to tell you that a 
particular person would be elected president at 
the next election, and he should be elected, you 
would think that I had made a good guess, or 
perhaps that I knew something about the 
people’s minds. ButifI were to tell you that 
our country would be conquered a hundred 
years hence, by an enemy from a particular 
quarter of the world; and that an individual 
should be born in a certain place, and be called 
by a certain name, who should conquer our 
enemies and set us free, without knowing of 
this prophecy, you would ask me how I knew 
it. And if I were to tell you*that God sent 
me to declare it, you would think, “ Well, if 
this comes to pass, it will show that God did 
send him.” 

And why would you say so? Plainly, be- 
cause no man can tell beforehand what wil] 
happen. ‘Ye knsw not what a day or an 
hour shall bring forth.” Men may guess 
some things. Or, they may, by close obser- 
vation, judge pretty well about what will hap- 
pen to some particular nations; but then they 
will, as likely as not, be disappointed. But 
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God alone can tell particularly, or certainly 
what will take place hereafter. He has fore 
told in the Bible a great many things, particu 
larly, which have come to pass. This is the 
proof which I intend to bring from the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy. 

One thing more. The prophecies are in 
the Bible, and can be read by yourselves. It 
will be necessary that the witnesses who are 
to prove the fulfilment should be credible; 
that is, should deserve to be believed. Now, 
if a witness is trying to prove one thing, and 
his words turn out, against his will, to prove 
another, it would show that he told the truth 
because he could not help it. We would be- 
lieve him. That is the case with some of the 
writers who will be brought forward to show 
that the prophecies are fulfilled. ‘They were 
writing to prove that the scriptures are not 
the word of God; and yet they show things 
‘hat could not be true, if they were not his 
word. The other writers are such as are 
believed by people gene ally, as men of truth 
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CHAPTER III. 


PROPHECIES CONCERNING CHRIST. 


Axrtuouecn my chief object is to show. by 
the writings of men of our own times, and some 
ot them not Christians, that the prophecies 
of Scripture have been fulfilled, { am not will- 
ing to pass the most important fact of all, 
though the greater part of the proof of the ful- 
filment of the prophecy in this case may be 
drawn from the Scriptures themselves. ‘* Mo- 
ses and the prophets did write’’ of One-who 
should come ; and many prophecies are spread 
through the Old ‘l'estament, describing his cha- 
racter; the time when he should come; the 
place where he should be born; the manne: 
of his death; and many other things, for 
which we shall not have room in this little 
book. 

1. The life and character of Christ. Mo- 
ses says, in Deut. xviii. 18, when he is speak- 
ing in the name of God, “I will raise them 
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up a Prophet from among their brethren, like 
unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; 
and he shall speak unto them all that I shall 
command him.” See also Isa. ii. 1-5, and many 
other scriptures. When John came, and was 
preaching, the Jews asked him, among other 
questions, ‘‘ Art thou that Prophet ?’’ (John 
i. 21); probably referring to this very pro- 
phecy respecting the Messiah. For it is evi- 
dent that Moses spoke of some one prophet 
who should be more eminent than any other. 
Now if we read the sermon on the mount, we 
find such wonderful wisdom and goodness in 
explaining the whole law of God, so as to 
show how we must do to be happy, that we 
feel just as the officers did whom the Sanhe- 
drim* sent to take Jesus prisoner, and bring 
him before them. ‘‘ Never man spake like 
tnis man.’’ And so of all his parables and 
other teachings. He made every thing plain 
which was before dark. All that the world 
knows correctly about right and wrong, is 
contained in the teachings of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. 

The gentleness of his manner also was 


* The Jews’ high court. 


THE BIBLE IS TRUE. is 2 


toretold. Look at the fortieth of Isaiah, ele- 
venth verse: ‘‘ He shall feed his flock like a 
shepherd ; he shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his bosom,” &c. To 
understand how this was fulfilled, you ought 
to read the whole of the four Gospels. How 
mild, and kind, and gentle he was in teaching, 
and bearing with the infirmities of his disci- 
ples, and healing sickness. But especially, 
see how kind he was to children. Mark x. 
13—16.* ** And they brought young children 
to him, that he should touch them..... And 
he took them up in his arms, put his hands 
upon them, and blessed them.” 

It was also said that he should be wise, and 
mighty, and pious. Isa. xi. 2, “* And the Spi- 
rit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord.’”’ And the 5th 
verse says, ‘* Righteousness shall be the gir- 
dle of his loins.” Have you not wondered, 
in reading the gospel, to see how Jesus always 
confor nded his enemies, when they asked him 

* Can the young reader find any »ther places where this 


is told ? . 
B2 
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hard questions and tried to entrap him? That 
was his wisdom Ever so many of them, the 
most learned and wise, might try, but it was 
all in vain. As to his might, or power, you 
know he*healed diseases that the physicians 
could not; and raised the dead, and made the 
winds still, and the waves calm. And then 
his piety was seen in every thing. He loved 
God so as always to please him. How often, 
and long, and earnestly, he prayed! and how 
faithfully he preached, and exhorted every one 
to love God. And then he could challenge 
all his enemies boldly, ‘* If I do not the works 
of my Father, believe me not.”? John x. 37. 
And his enemies could find no bad action to 
_charge against him, though Pilate asked them, 
‘* Why, what evil hath he done?’ and at last 
declared, ‘I find no fault in him.”’ 

It was foretold that he should be rejected. 
This is strange, indeed. He came to do good; 
to deliver the people: and the Jews expected 
him, because he was prophesied of. And yet, 
when he did come, they would not receive 
him. If they had all or most of them receiv- 
ed him, the Scripture would not have been 
fulfilled ; for Isaiah had said, seven hundred 
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years before, ‘‘He is despised and rejected 
of men; ...we hid, as it were, our faces 
from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not”? And so it was. ‘He came to 
his own, ind his own received him not,” says 
John; i. 11. 

The prophets foretold his miracles. ‘* The 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped ; the lame 
man shall leap as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb shall sing.”’ Isa. xxxv. 5,6. These 
things you may find almost anywhere in the 
Gospels. But just read what Jesus said to 
John’s disciples, in answer to the question, 
‘¢ Art thou He that should come, or look 
we for another?’ That is, Art thou the 
person of whom the prophets wrote, when 
they foretold the coming of the Messiah? 
‘© Jesus answered and said unto them, Go 

, and show John again those things which ye 
do hear and see: the blind receive their sight, 
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear,’”’ &c. 

2. The time when he should come. ‘This 
is mentioned in a number of ways, all 
nointing to just about the same period. 
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Jacob, in blessing his children, said, ‘ The 
sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come”’ (Gen. xlix. 10); which means that the 
descendants of Judah (one of the tribes only) 
should continue together and be a people un- 
der their own king, and governed by their own 
laws, until the coming of the Messiah. Ma- 
lachi says, *‘ Behold, I will send my messen- 
ger, and he shall prepare the way before me: 
and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall sudderly 
come to his temple.”’ Mal. iii. 1. This speaks 
of a messenger coming before the Lord, and 
the Lord coming fo his temple. He must 
come, then, before the temple should be de- 
stroyed. Daniel tells how it was revealed to 
him thus: ‘Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation for ini- 
quity, and to bring in everlasting righteous- 
ness, and to seal up the visions and prophecy, 
and to anoint the Most Holy.”’ Dan. ix. 24, 

Now, compare these prophecies with the 
facts. All the tribes but Judah were lost 
(that is, nobody could tell any thing about 
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them) when Christ came; but Judah still 
continued in their own land; had a king; 
had their own laws, and judges, and council ; 
and the temple stood unhurt. But the very 
year that Jesus, at twelve years old, appeared 
in the temple, Archelaus, the king, was de- 
throned and banished, and the kingdom of 
Judea became a part of the province of 
Syria. You may learn about this by read- 
ing Josephus’ Antiquities of the Jews, book 
xvii. chap. xiii. Josephus was a Jew, and a 
learned and eminent historian; and in book 
xviii. chap. v. he tells about John the Baptist, 
and how Herod took him prisoner, and killed 

him. John was the ‘‘ messenger” who came 
before the Lord. Not many years afterward, 
the temple was destroyed—not one stone left 
upon another. 

When the prophecies mention ‘“ weeks,” 
you are to understand “ seven years ;”” a day 
for a year. Sir Isaac Newton, the great phi 
losopher, calculated the time of the prophecy 
in Daniel ; and he made it just four hundred and 
ninety years from the time that Ezra went up to 
Jerusalem (read about this in the book of Ezra’ 
to the death of Christ There are the seventy 
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weeks. One week is seven years. Seventy, 
multiplied by seven, make four hundred and 
ninety. By reading a few verses more of the 
prophecy of Daniel, you will see other por- 
tions of time, which have been caléulated, and 
found to tell exactly the time of the birth of 
Christ, and the time of the taking and destroy- 
ing of Jerusalem by Titus. 

Here, then, we can see that the time of the 
coming of Christ was foretold just as it hap- 
pened. But you may wish to know whether 
the Jews could tell about it. In the first 
place, they had the same prophecies in their 
hands that we have, and could calculate by the 
same facts. But if you will read the New 
Testament carefully, you will find that they 
did expect the Messiah at that time. If 
any false prophet arose, multitudes followed 
him, because they were looking for the Mes- 
siah. ‘The question of John by his disciples 
shows it: ‘*Art thou He that should come ?” 
The woman of Samaria spake of this expec- 
tation at the well. Philip told Nathanael, 
** We have found him of whom Moses :n the 
law, and the prophets did write.”” He was 

xpected, then Josephus tells of several 
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persons who pretended to be the Messiah; 
and that many people followed them. Even 
the Jews to this day own that the time is 
long since past when their Messiah ought ta 
have appeared, according to their prophecies. 

3. His family, and the place of his birth. 
He was to be descended from David, and born 
in Bethlehem, the city of David. ‘ There 
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse,”? &c. Isa. xi. 1. ‘I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch” (Jer. xxiii. 5); 
and many other passages : so that when Christ 
asked the learned Jews, ‘* Whose son is he ?”” 
they say, “the son of David.” By reading 
the gemesiogics: that is, the list of the heads 
of families, in the first of Matthew and third 
of Luke, you will find that he was of the line- 
age of David. 

When Herod inquired of the learned 
among the Jews, ‘‘ where Christ should be 
born,”’ they said, ‘‘In Bethlehem of Judea.” — 
Matt. ii. 5. And why? They tell us why, 
Because the prophet Micah had prophesied, 
«Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
jut of thee shall he come forth unto me, that 
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is to be ruler in Israel; whose goirgs forth 
have been of old, from everlasting.’”’ Mic. v 
2. They so understood it, and they were right 
‘But yet Joseph and Mary lived away in Ne 
zareth, in Galilee; and how shall their child 
be born in Bethlehem in Judea? It all turns 
out right. The emperor of Rome, without 
ever thinking of the Messiah, issues a decree, 
and just at the right time Joseph has to go to 
‘his own city,”’ Bethlehem, because he was 
of the line of David, to be enrolled. And there 
Jesus is born, just according to the prophecy ! 
And is there another person whom this pro- 
phecy suits? Not one! 

4, The manner of his death. Turn to the 
fifty-second chapter of Isaiah; begin at the 
thirteenth verse and read to the end of the 
fifty-third chapter. What a wonderful story ! 
What dignity of character, yet what humility ! 
What glory, and yet what base treatment he re- 
eeives ! What goodness, and yet what suffer 
ing! Now compare this with the twenty 
seventh and twenty-eighth chapters of Mat- 
thew; the fifteenth of Mark, the twenty- 
third of Luke; and the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth of John. How exactly are the prophe- 
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cies fulfilled! I will only copy a few of the 
passages in the prophecy and of the fulfil 
ment. 

‘« 4 man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief,” says the prophet. The Saviour prays 
in the garden, ‘‘ Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; but for this end came 
I into the world.” Again, he cries, ** My 
God! my God! why hast thou forsaken me?” 
Ah! he did know grief. 

‘‘ We hid, as it were, our faces from him; 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” 
‘¢ All his disciples forsook him, and fled.” 
The people cried out, ‘* Not this man, but 
Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber!’ 
Choosing a robber before the holy Jesus !— 
the soldiers mocked him; and Peter denied 
him. 

“He was taken from prison and from 
judgment ;”’ or, ‘by distress and judgment.” 
‘* He was brought as a lamb to the slaugh- 
ter.’ He was wounded, he was oppressed, 
he was afflicted. He was cut off out of the 
land of the living ; that is, was killed in the 
midst of his days, or while young. ‘He 
was numbered with the transgressors ;’’ yet, 

Cc 
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“he made his grave with the rich in has 
death.’’ -Tn fulfilling these prophecies, they 
were mostly his enemies who did it. He 
only submitted to suffer what they did to 
him. They carried him from Caiaphas to 
Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, back to Pilate 
again ; spit upon him; derided him ; crowned 
him with thorns; whipped him; compelled 
him to bear his heavy cross; crucified him 
between two thieves ; and left him to be bu- 
ried by a rich man in his own new tomb! 
Thus they fulfilled the prophecies. 

Many more things might be shown of the 
same kind, wherein the enemies of Christ, 
by trying to destroy him, completely proved 
fim to be the Sca of God who was foretold : 
but we have not room for more. 
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CHAFTER IV. 
DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 


THERE was once a large and splendid city 
m the land of Judea, which grew up and flou 
rished until its greatness was known over the 
world. It was the city of Jerusalem. King 
David established himself in it; and his son 
Solomon, when he became king, built a glo- 
rious temple there. The king of Babylon 
conquered the Jews at a certain time. 
about four hundred and sixty or seventy 
years after David began to reign, and de- 
stroyed the wall, and the palaces, and the 
temple. It was afterwards rebuilt; and the 
temple was supposed to be the most glorious 
building, in some respects, which was then 
known. Where and what is Jerusalem now? 
A ruined eity, in the hands of the Turks, who 
aardly suffer Jews to live there; and who 
only permit Christians to reside in the place 


28 TUE BiBLE IS TRUE. 


ander heavy cost, and in constant danger 
How did it happen? I will tell you. 

God sent Moses to lead the children of Is 
rael into the land which he had promised to 
Abraham. They were rebellious and trouble- 
some, and many thousands died in the wilder- 
ness. At length they came to the borders of 
the promised land, and could see it. Then 
Moses took the opportunity to warn them of 
their duty; and he told them plainly and ex- 
actly, before they had conquered and possess- 
ed the land, what sort of people should con- 
quer them, fifteen hundred years afterwards, 
and drive them out. And it was done. Now 
Moses told them that it should so happen, if 
they were wicked; but if they served God, 
they should prosper. They were wicked; 
and so they were destroyed, just as Moses 
had said. Who told Moses it would happen? 
Gop talked with Moses, face to face, and told 
him what to do, and what to say. 

Read the twenty-eighth chapter of Dente- 
ronomy, and you will find, at the forty-ninth 
verse to the fifty-seventh, as follows (besides 
what I leave out, to avoid too great length) : 
« The Lord shall bring a nation against thee 
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from far, from the end of the earth, as swift 
as the eagle flieth; 4 nation whose tongue 
thou shalt not understand: A nation of fierce 
countenance, which shall not regard the per- 
son of the old, nor show favour to the young. 
.... And he shall besiege thee in all thy 
gates, until thy high and fenced walls come 
down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all 
thy land... . The tender and delicate woman 
among you, which would not adventure to set 
the sole of her foot upon the ground for deli- 
cateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil 
towards the husband of her bosom, and to- 
ward her son, and toward her daughter, and 
toward her young one.... and toward her 
children .... for she shall eat them for want 
of all things, secretly, in the siege and strait- 
ness wherewith thine enemy shall distress 
thee in thy gates.” 

Here are ten different particulars which 
were to happen, besides several that I have 
not copied, because I wish you to see clearly, 
and not to distract your attention by too many 
things at once. All these things came to pass 
about fifteen hundred years after Moses pre 
dicted them. Now, they were not yet in the 
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and. It had to be conquered, and the cities 
built, or rebuilt and enlarged: Jerusalem they 
had never seen, and it was not even a famous 
city then. A thousand, ay, ten thousand 
things must take place before these prophe- 
cies can be fulfilled. Who could tell that 
such great cities would be built? Who knew 
even that the children of Israel could conquer 
the nations that then inhabited the land? No 
man in the world could know it. But God 
knew, for he knows all things. 

But I must show you how they were ful 
filled. Ancient and Roman history will tell 
you some things about it. Josephus describes 
the siege very exactly. In old times the his- 
tory of the world was for the most part con- 
fined to the eastern countries, Asia and Africa 
and Greece. ‘he Roman empire did not exist 
until long, long after Moses was dead. And 
according to the opinions of people then, 
what is now called Italy was at a great dis- 
tance—the ends of the earth: that is, beyond 
their knowledge. They already knew the 
Egyptians by sore experience: they had 
head from their forefathers of the people o. 
the east, and soon afterward became acquaint- 
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ed with them. Babylon, Assyria, Persia 
Media, were the great kingdoms which trou 
bled and wasted them; besides Philistia, and 
Moab, and Edom, and Ammon, which were 
small nations just around them. But all these 
were so near as to be well known; and the 
different languages would be understood by 
each other, at least by the better educated 
But the Latin language, which was spoken by 
the Romans when the time came to fulfil this 
prophecy, was new, and very different. J 
dare say you have often seen and read how 
bold, and strong, and hardy, and resolute the 
Roman soldiers were; not like the slender 
and delicately formed Asiatic, who would be 
very courageous and fiery in an attack, but 
soon stop or fall back to rest and gather new 
strength and courage. 

See how exactly Moses describes a people 
whom he never saw, and never saw any like 
them! ‘The Lord shall bring a nation 
against them from far—from the end of the 
earth.’ Away beyond Asia Minor; beyond 
the Egean sea; beyond Greece ; beyond the 
sea of Adria—from parts now and long after 
this unknown! ‘As swift as the eagle 
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flieth.2 The movements of the Roman 
army were something like those of Bor.aparte ; 
amazingly swift. They overtook and surpris- 
ed their eastern enemies. And even their very 
standard seems to be described. -** As the 
eagle flieth.”” They had eagles for their 
standard; just as the United States have stars 
and stripes on their national flag, or colours, 
as they are called. Only, the Roman eagle 
was carved out of wood, instead of being 
painted or sewed on cloth. ‘* Whose tongue 
thou shalt not understand.’? Just so—a new, 
strange language. ‘‘ A nation of fierce coun- 
tenance.”’ Bold, warlike, and strong.* ‘‘ Shall 
not regard the person of the old, nor show 
favour to the young.’’ At Gadara, and many 
other places, the slaughter was indiscrimi- 
nate—old and young, male and female—even 
infants. ‘In all thy gates.’ All the cities 
of Judea fell into their hands. ‘ Thy high- 
fenced walls come down.”’ All the walls of 
the cities were razed from the foundation. 
‘¢ The tender and delicate woman .... shall 
eat’’ her own offspring. Oh! this is too 
horrible! But it was done! Josephus tells 


* Josephus’ “ Wars of the Jews,” b. ii. ch. xx. sec.'7 


THE BIBLE IS TRUE 33 


about it, especially in the ‘* Wars of the 
Jews.”’ Book vi. chapter iii. section 4. 
Read it for yourself, and I wish you would 
read more about the destruction of Jerusalem, 
in Josephus, for there you will see these things 
described by a Jew. And they happened 
fifteen hundred years after they were fore- 
told ! 

I must leave the predictions of the prophets 
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and Micah, about 
the same event, for want of room. But the 
Lord Jesus Christ told his disciples some 
things which would come to pass ; and which 
none of the Jews but just his own true disci- 
ples would believe. ‘Turn to the 24th chap- 
ter of Matthew: and you may look at the 
13th of Mark, and 21st of Luke also. Here 
you see the disciples were admiring the tem- 
ple. What beautiful and costly stones! Luke 
xxi. 5. Mark xiii. 1. No wonder they ad- 
mired it, if it was as elegant as Josephus says 
n book v. chapter v. Itis too long to insert 
here. Then our Lord told them that all this 
splendour would be destroyed. ‘They asked 
him, When? and he goes on to tel] a great 
many things that would happen, by which 


$4 THE b.BLE IS TRUE. 


they would know, if they believed and paid 
attention. 

The apostle John does not record this pro 
phecy. Why? He was the bosom friend ot 
our Lord, and no doubt remembered it. Why 
did he not record it? Can you tell? I think 
it was because he wrote his history (or gos- 
pel) just about the time that the things hap- 
pened. The other three gospels had been 
written many years before, and there were 
many copies of them all about the country ; 
so that anybody who chose to read them, 
knew that Jesus had said these things. They 
could not be mistaken about that. But if 
John had written the same things, it might 
have been suspected that he wrote it after the 
things happened, and only pretended that it 
was prophecy. So he said nothing about it. 

But did the prophecies turn out to be true ? 
Jewish and Roman historians agree in record- 
ing the very things. False Christs appeared 
Simon Magus boasted that he was some great 
one. Dositheus, the Samaritan, pretended to 
be the lawgiver prophesied of by Moses, 
Theudas promised to perform a miracle, per- 
suaded a great raultitude to follow him to Jor 
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dan, and dece‘ved many.* Josephus tells of 
many impostors, some of whom did a vast 
deal of mischief, and caused immense blood- 
shed. There were wars and rumours of 
wars ; nation rose against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom. The emperor Cali 
gula wished to have his statue (image of stone 
or wood) set up in the temple, to be wor- 
shipped. The Jews resisted this awful im- 
piety, and they were so much afraid of his 
anger that they neglected to cultivate their 
fields. There were rumours and fears of 
wars. The wars about that time were dread- 
ful. Every city in Syria was at war within 
itself—the Jews and Syrians opposed to each 
other. At Cesarea twenty thousand Jews 
were put to death, and the rest expelled. 
Alexandria and Damascus were in a similar 
condition. About sixty thousand Jews were 
killed in them. The Jewish nation rebelled 
against the Romans; and even the Roman 
empire was in constant commotions. So 
troublous and warlike were the times, that four 
emperors were killed in two years. It is not 
often there is so much and such general war 
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as there was then. Famines, pestilence, ana 
earthquakes. ‘There happened seven famines 
in the reign of Claudius Cesar, and Judea 
suffered much for several years ; after which 
sickness or pestilence came. In the same 
reign and that of Nero, there happened earth- 
quakes at Rome, at Aparnea, Crete, and 
Campania; Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colosse 
were overthrown; and others are recorded to 
have happened before the destruction of the 
city of Jerusalem. Fearful sights and signs 
from heaven. The Jews, in their unbelief, 
asked a sign from heaven, when Jesus 
preached to them. They had then enough to 
make their hearts ache and tremble. Josephus 
tells of them in a very particular manner; and 
even Tacitus, the Roman historian, confirms 
his account. I do not know how these signs 
were produced; but whatever they were, they 
were extraordinary and fearful; and alarmed 
the distressed Jews very much. The disci- 
ples were persecuted—hated of all nations for 
his name’s sake, and many of them put to 
death. Peter, Simeon, and Jude were cruci- 
fied. Paul was beheaded. Matthew, Tho- 
mas, James, Matthias, Mark, and Luke were 
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put to death in different countries. Curistians 
were persecuted everywhere. Nero set fire 
to Rome, accused the Christians of it, and 
persecuted them with all the fury of a demon. 
He even covered them with some substance 
that would burn fiercely, and then set fire to 
them, using them as lamps in the streets ! 
But the gospel was published through the 
world. ‘The heathen raged and imagined a 
vain thing. They could not stop the work of 
God. In spite of their opposition, a few 
fishermen and other men, without power or 
property, carried the gospel all over and be- 
yond the bounds of the Roman empire, before 
Jerusalem was destroyed; and that was less 
than forty years after Christ was crucified. 

I can only point you to another passage in 
which Jesus told exactly what would happen 
to Jerusalem; and this was something that 
Moses had not said. Luke xix. 43, 44. ‘For 
the days shall come upon thee, that thine 
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, ana 
compass thee round, and keep thee in on 
every side, and shall lay thee even with the 
ground, and the children within thee; and 
they shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
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another’ Ali this was done. The enemy 
eame. First, Cestius Gallus, the Romar 
genere!, and in a manner that surprised every 
one, when he could have taken the city, turned 
about and fled; leaving the way open for those 
who believed Jesus to ‘flee to the moun- 
tains.’’ Accordingly, the Christians took the 
warning, and fled to Pella. Afterward Vespa- 
sian came, and when he was declared empe- 
ror, left Titus, his son, who continued the 
siege of Jerusalem until it was finally de- 
stroyed. 

And there are some particulars worth not- 
ing. Shall cast a trench about thee... .and 
keep thee in on every side. Titus built a wall 
all round the city, so that it became impos- 
sible for the Jews to escape. This was a 
wonderful work, because of its greatness, and 
because it was so uncommon. But it fulfilled 
the prophecy exactly. Shall lay thee even 
with the ground. At the command of Titus, 
after the temple was destroyed, the whole 
vity was torn down, nothing being left, to tell 
what it had been, but three towers anda rem- 
nant of a wall; and, to fulfil another prophecy, 
the very ground was ploughed afterwards by 
Ceventius Rufus. 
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But the fate of the temple was remarkable 
The Lord Jesus had said, ** Wot one stone 
snould be left upon another.” It was se 
beautiful and grand a building, that Titus, the 
Roman general, who had full power over the 
soldiers, wished to preserve it, and gave strict 
orders that it should not be injured. But the 
Lord had said otherwise, and not one jot or 
tittle of his word shall fail. A torch was 
thrown ; the temple caught fire ; the. soldiers 
rushed on with fury; it could not be saved. 
Titus, seeing this, gave orders, and it was so 
entirely demolished that not one stone was 
left on another. Thus, in spite of himself, 
Titus fulfilled the word of Christ. There 
shall be great tribulation, such as was not 
from the beginning of the world to this time ; 
no, nor ever shall be. ‘The description of the 
distress of the people in Jerusalem during the 
siege of Titus is too long to copy. If you 
can read the account yourself, in the ‘* Wars 
of the Jews,’’ books v. and vi., it will be 
better You will find that they had famine 
when the city was so full of people that a 
large quantity of food was necessary. Think 
how they must have suffered when children 
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would snatch the food from their parents, 
mothers from their children! And a mother 
to eat her own sucking babe! And she was 
a rich woman too! All were starving with 
hunger. And they had so many quarrels 
among themselves, and killed each other so 
fast, that sometimes the Romans had nothing 
to do but wait for them to destroy each other. 
I cannot enlarge. Josephus relates that it 
appeared, by the report of an officer, from 
the fourteenth of the month Nisan to the first 
of the month Tamuz, about three months and 
a half, there were carried out of one gate, 
‘‘no fewer than a hundred and fifteen thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighty dead bodies.”’ 
But this is only a little part of the miseries 
that came upon them. It was so dreadful 
that their enemies pitied them, but the sedi- 
tious repented not; and the work of death 
went on until all were killed, or taken prison- 
ers, and made slaves. 

And now do you not think the Bible is 
rue? If any one pretends to doubt it, ask 
him, How all these strange, unlikely things 
could have come to pass just according to the 
prophecy ? 
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CHAPTER V. 
PROPHECIES OF THE JEWS. 


Wuen God foretold the destruction of 
Jerusalem and all the cities of Judea, did 
he say any thing about the Jews? What 
was to become of them? This is a very 
proper question, and I will show you the 
answer. 

I will just say a word here for you to think 
about. God was not angry at the land of Ju- 
dea, nor the cify of Jerusalem. The ground, 
the fields, the vineyards, the gardens, the 
houses, the streets, the temple, had not offend- 
edhim. Whathad? Why, the reopte. They 
were wicked ; and God determined to punish 
them, by destroying thousands of them, tak- 
ing away their pleasant homes, and driving 
them from the land of their birth, which they 
loved. We will see what he said about it 
veforehand. 

Now I wish you to take your Bible, and 
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mm to the passages to which I shall refer 
you. I would copy them here, but it would 
take up too much room in this little book. 
But do not fail to read them all carefully. 
Read for yourself. 

In the first place read what Moses says. 
Lev. xxvi. 33. 36—39. 44. In Deut. iv. 27, 
he says partly the same thing. And then in 
chapter xxviii. of the same book, ver. 25. 28, 
29. 32—34. 37—46. 59. 64—68, some of the 
same, besides some other things are said. 
This is not all, but this is enough from 
Moses. Is it not dreadful ? 

Other prophets, many or all of them, whose 
writings are in the Bible, have said things 
very much like these that Moses says Jer. 
1x. 16; xxiv. 9, 10; xxix. 18, is very plain. 
Amos ix. 9, and Hosea ix. 17, repeat the 
same things. Isaiah, in vi. 10—12 (which 
you may find quoted by our Saviour in Matt. 
xii, 15, and by Paul the apostle in Acts 
Xxylli. 27, to show how hard-hearted and 
wicked the Jews were), foretold the same 
scattering, and why it shall be; and Amos, ix. 
4, shows that even in captivity the judgments 
of God should follow them. 


THE BIBLE IS TRUE. 43 


Now I wish you to put a mark at each 
of these places, and take your pencil and 
mark opposite each verse that is quoted, so 
that you can readily turn to them, and read 
them again and again, and compare them with 
what history tells you about the Jews since 
our Saviour’s time. Some of you have heard, 
and may be have known yourselves, how the 
Jews have been treated in our own country, 
where they enjoy more peace and liberty 
than anywhere else on earth. 

Now did all these things happen, as they 
were foretold? ‘There is no history more 
true, or more fully known than that of the 
Jews. And Ido not know that I could fina 
any better way of telling you what has hap- 
pened to them, than just to use the very 
words of Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, and 
Hosea, which I have requested you to read. 
And some of these prophecies were written 
fourteen hundred years ; and the very latest 
of them more than five hundred years before 
they began to take place. 

Now think of that. Who could have told, 
five hundred years ago, who should be the 
Presilent of the United States now’? Five 
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hundred years ago, not one person in that 
part of the world from which our forefathers 
came knew that there was such a land or 
country as America. But now it contains 
many millions of inhabitants who came 
to it, or whose forefathers have come to it 
since that time. Nobody knew about it then; 
and most people thought Columbus was a 
fool for trying to find such a country. 

But look here! In the Bible, several men 
tell, five hundred years, some seven hundred, 
and one of them fourteen hundred years be- 
fore the beginning of these things, just how 
it would be. And that is not all. If anybody 
were to read these prophecies withont know- 
ing what had happened, he would say that 
they were very unlikely, and some of them 
almost impossible, they are so strange. Yet 
they did happen; and some of them are tak 
ing place now, every day, in the face of the 
whole world. Who then told of them before- 
hand? God, only. “* Holy men of old wrote 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ 
That is, they wrote what God chose. 

Let us look at a few things. They were te 
be plucked off from their own land This i 
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awfully fulfilled. The Romans not only de 
stroyed their cities, and wasted their country, 
so as to leave them no homes nor food, but 
they who were not killed in the wars, or 
taken into slavery, were driven out by force 
from Judea, and took refuge in the surround- 
ing countries. But they loved their country, 
and wished to get back; and about sixty 
years after, they were deceived by an impos- 
tor, and hoping for the Messiah (though they 
they had rejected the true Messiah), they 
were so numerous in Judea as to revolt. But 
ufier two years’ desperate war, so dreadful 
was their overthrow, that heathen writers say 
very few of them escaped. - Judea was laid 
waste, and left as a desert.* 

They were tu be sold for bond-men and 
bond-women, and no man should buy them. 
This seeming contradiction was fulfilled. 
They were carried into Egypt in ships, and 
sold for slaves, until the demand ceased or 
account of their great numbers; and multi 
tudes of them could not f 1d any purchasers. 

They were rooted out of their land in an 
ger, and in wrath, and in great indignation 
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A public edict (or law) of the emperor Adri. 
an made it a crime, which was to be punished 
with death, for a Jew to set foot in Jerusa 
lem ; and even forbade them to look at it from 
a distance. Heathens, Christians, and Mo- 
hammedans have at different tinies possessed 
Jerusalem: Saracens and Ishmaelites have 
overcome it; but the children of Israel have 
not been allowed to possess it, though they 
have always continued to long for it, as the 
home they desire. And to this day, the 
haughty Turk, who dwells there, treats the 
few Jews who drag out miserable lives there 
with scorn and tyranny; so as completely to 
fulfil the words of the prophet, ‘* Zhe stran- 
ger that is within thee shall get up above 
thee very high, and thou shalt come down 
very low.” 

But where should they go? They were to 
be scattered among the nations; among 
the heathens; among the people, even from 
one end of the earth to the other; removed 
unto all kingdoms of the earth; sifted among 
the nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, 
yet not the least grain fall upon the eath. 
You cannot think of any wider or more com- 
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plete dispersioy than this. And it was done. 
There is not a country on the face of the 
earth where there are no Jews. They are 
found alike in Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
America. They are citizens of the world— 
without a country. There are many in Po- 
land, in Holland, in Russia, and in Turkey. 
In Germany, Spain, Italy, France, and Great 
Britain they are more thinly scattered. In 
Persia, China, and India, they are few in 
number among the heathen. In the frozen 
regions of the north, and on the burning sands 
of Africa, even beyond the reach of European 
travellers, they are found or heard of. And 
they are everywhere Jews; living among 
the people of the countries, yet separate 
from them. You know that the people of 
the United States are from various parts of 
the earth; some came from England, some 
from France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Hol- 
land, and a great many other places; and 
we all are descended from them. And it is 
only three or four hundred years since we 
began to come, and we are all mixed up to- 
gether into one people, so that a stranger could 
not te'l which part of the world any of our 
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fathers came from by our dress, or language, 
or manners, or religion. So it is everywhere. 
In two or three generations all distinctions 
are lost. But not so with the Jews. They 
remain what they were at first, so that they 
can be picked out; and, moreover, they wilt 
not unite with the people with whom they 
‘lwell. 

And this is the more strange, as they are 
every where persecuted because they are Jews. 
God had said they should be removed into all 
kingdoms for their hurt,—and among those 
nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the 
sole of thy foot have rest, but the Lord shall 
give thee there a trembling heart ;—and thy 
hfe shall hang in doubt before thee, and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none 
assurance of thy life ;—and thou shalt become 
an astonishment, and a proverb, and a by- 
word among all the nations whither the Lord 
shall lead thee. Enough! You have read 
all these and more in the prophecies to which 
I referred you. 

And it has been all fulfilled. Kings have 
passed bloody laws, and persecuted them to 
death. Mobs have massacred them even 
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more dreadfully. Kings and people, hea 
thens, Christians (so called). aid Mohamme- 
dans, differing in other things, agree in trying 
to ruin the Jews. They have from age to 
age run through misery, and persecution, and 
torrents of their own blood. Constantine (the 
first Ruman emperor who professed to be a 
Christian), after having put down a revolt of 
the Jews, had their ears cut off, and drove 
them as fugitives and vagabonds into different 
countries, where they had to show the mark 
of their sufferings andinfamy. And so it has 
gone on. From century to century they have 
been banished from place to place, shut up in 
corners of towns ; insulted and injured by the 
meanest as well as greatest of the people, 
and liable to be put to death by law or with- 
out law ; and there was none to protect them. 
At some places it was fine sport to stone 
them and abuse them; and if they resisted, 
they were killed. In one instance, in York, 
in England, fifteen hundred Jews, part of 
them women and children, were refused all 
quarter, and became so frantic with despair, 
that they killed each other. There is not room 
to tell you half the ways in which they have 
E 
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been cruelty treated. And in most parts of 
the world they have to bear the yoke of iron 
yet. In Mohammedan countries they are 
generally shut up in one particular quarter or 
every city, and have to wear a particular dress. 
In Persia they are an abject race. At Tripoli 
when any criminal is condemned to death, 
the first Jew who comes along is compelled 
to be the executioner. In Egvpt they are 
still despised and persecuted. In Arabia they 
are treated worse than in Turkey. The Jews 
are astonished at any act of kindness which 
is done them in Asia or Africa. Tull within 
the last fifty years, the burning of a Jew has 
been the highest delight of the Portuguese. 
In Prussia and Germany they were persecuted 
until lately. The Pope of Rome has lately 
passed some severe laws; and the emperor 
of Russia has done the same. My heart aches 
to write of their sufferings: 1 must stop.* 


* I wish to say to my young readers that these persecu- 
fions are.not only cruel, but wicked, on the part of those 
who do it. It is right for God to punish them, for they have 
sinned against him. But man has no right to be cruel. 
When your father is offended with you, it is not right, on 
that account, for your brothers or sisters to abuse you. Just 
s0 in this case. God said it would be so, because he knew 
how cruel and wicked men would be; but he did not com 
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Bu why is itso? Why do they not em 
brace the Saviour who died for them, and 
live? Why do they not see the truth by the 
fulfilment of these prophecies of themselves ; 
and repent, and turn to God? It is wonder 
ful; but God explains it in the same prophe- 
cies. If they had discovered this long ago, 
the prophecy would not have been fulfilled. 
For God had said that they would be smitter 
with blindness and astonishment of heart ;— 
that they would continue long having thei 
ears deaf, their eyes closed, and their hearts 
hardened ;—and would grope at noon-day as 
the blind gropeth in darkness. And so it is 
They have these very prophecies, and read 
them, in the Old Testament, which they prize 
highly: but they do not see that the Scrip- 
tures are fulfilled, though it is so plain. And 
they know the time is past in which the Mes- 
siah should come; and yet they look for him 
to come hereafter. Their explanations of the 
Scripture prophecies are foolish, and some of 
their opinicns are wicked as well as absurd. 
taand anybody to do it; and he will punish those wicked 
persecutors for it. They did it, not to please God, but to 
gratify their wicked feelings. Never persecute a Jew, or 
anybody else. 


32 THE BIBLE IS TRUE. 


There is one thing more about the Jews 
which is yet to happen. God has said— 
“« But he that scattereth Israel, will gather 
him and keep him.”’ Jer. xxxi. 10. “ But 
fear not thou, O my servant Jacob; and be 
not dismayed, O Israel; for behold I will 
save thee from afar off, and thy seed from 
the land of their captivity. ... I will make 
a full end of all the nations whither I have 
driven thee; but I will not make a full end 
of thee, but correct thee in measure.’ Jer. 
xlvi. 27, 28. ** The children of Israel shall 
abide many days without a king ....and 
without a sacrifice.... Afterward shall the 
children of Israel return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king, and shall 
fear the Lord and his goodness in the tat- 
TER pays.” Of all the nations or people on 
the earth, or that ever have been, there is but 
one people of whom these things ever can be 
true; and they are the Jews. Where are the 
great kingdoms that wasted and ravaged 
Jud¢a in ancient cays? They are lost. They 
cannot be found. Their desolation is com- 
plete and for ever. Of all the ancient em- 
pires, Persia alone remains,—the kingdom 
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that showed kindness tc the Jews, aud ena 
bled them to rebuild their city and temple. 
And Rome, proud Rome, the empire of the 
Cesars, is crumbled, the fragments broken to 
pieces, and sunk into a government of priest- 
craft and trickery! But the Jews scattered 
abroad over the earth, yet dwell alone there, 
and are ready at the warning to go back to 
Jerusalem. And every Jew in the world ex- 
pects to be restored to the promised land; is 
waiting for it, and hoping and teaching his 
son to hope and be prepared for it! 

When this will take place, we do not 
know. But the way seems preparing. The 
Jews are getting more liberty and more 
knowledge. And there are some movements 
in Turkey, and especially in Palestine (the 
promised land), that seem to look like a 
speedy fulfilment of this prophecy. At any 
cate you see it can be done! As soon as the 
way is open and prepared by some more 
changes in the nations, the Jews will, no 
doubt, return to their own land; and then 
return to God by Jesus Christ their Saviour ! 
I think some of the young persons who read, 
this book will see it 

£2 
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CHAPTER VI. 


PROPHECIES OF THE LAND OF JUDEA, AND IT8 
NEIGHBOURHOOD. 


‘Suppose some one, who was an enemy to 
vur country, should deny the truth of Mar- 
shall’s Life of Washington, and should write 
a book to prove that Washington was not so 
great and good a man as he is said to be; and 
suppose this writer, in the course of his book, 
should tell things that proved Washington to 
be just such a good and great man as these 
histories say he was,—what would you 
think? But suppose this enemy should put 
down in his book some of the very things 
that Marshall and others have told, all the 
while trying to prove that they did not write 
the truth; what then? I think you would 
say, ‘* This man forgot to read the books he 
was contradicting. He did not know what 
he was about.”’” And you would set it down 
that he happened to let out the truth when 
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he did not mean to doit. Just so it is with 
some men who have written books denying 
the Bible. They try to show it to be false, 
and they do show it to be true. 

In the Old Testament there are a great 
many prophecies about the land of Judea, 
foretelling how desolate it would be, when 
the Jews should be scattered over the earth. 
I will bring some few of them before you, 
and show what infidels and others say about 
that land. 

But I wish to tell you one thing first, and 
hope you will remember it. Mr. Voltaire, a 
French writer of great talents and learning, 
who did not believe the Bible, or at least tried 
to prove it untrue, undertook one time to 
make people believe that Judea was always a 
barren waste, and so it was not wonderful 
that it is so wild and desolate now. He 
fairly ridicules the scripture account of its 
former fertility and wealth. But Mr. Vol 
taire only proved his own ignorance or wick- 
edness, instead of the thing he tried to make 
out. Josephus, who lived there before the 
country was laid waste, tells how fruitful it 
was, and how thick the cities stood over the 
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jand. And Tacitus, a Roman and heathen 
historian of great note, tells the same thing ; 
and so do several other heathen writers. 
And that is not all. Mr. Volney, another 
French infidel writer, who travelled over 
Judea, and wrote a book on purpose to deny 
the Bible, confesses that he saw enough, him- 
self, to convince him that the country was, in 
old times, just as rich and full of inhabitants 
as the Bible represents, though now desolate. 
I will copy some of his own words, trans- 
lated into English, and though it is not as 
plain as I write (because the translator was 
not writing a book on purpose for children), 
yet I hope you will not leave the passage till 
you understand it perfectly. He says— 
‘‘There is nothing to contradict the great 
population of high antiquity. Without ap- 
pealing to the positive testimony of history, 
there are innumerable monuments which de- 
pose in favour of the fact. Such are the pro- 
digious quantity of ruins dispersed over the 
plains, and even in he mountains, at this day 
deserted. On the remote parts of Carme! 
are found wild vines and olive trees, which 
must have been conveyed thither by the har¢ 
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of man; an¢ in the Lebanon of the Druses 
and Maronites, the rocks, now abanioned to 
fir trees and brambles, present us in a thou 
sand places with terraces, which prove that 
they were anciently better cultivated, and 
consequently much more populous, than in 
our days.”” Mr. Gibbon, another infidel wri- 
ter of great note, says—‘‘ From the age of 
David to that of Heraclius, the country was 
overspread with ancient and flourishing cities ; 
the inhabitants were numerous and wealthy.” 

A great deal more might be added from 
these and other writers, to show how rich and 
full of people, and cities, and villages Judea 
was once.* How is itiow? If you will 
read what Moses wrote, before the children 


*Tn this country young people can hardly think how it 
was. Suppose, besides Philadelphia, and Lancaster, and 
Harrisburgh, and Pittsburgh, and all the other towns ané 
villages that are in Pennsylvania, you should take New 
York, and Boston, and New Haven, and Hartford, and 
Newport, and Portland, and Portsmouth, and Albany, and 
Utica, and Rochester, and Baltimore, and Washington city 
and Norfolk, and Richmond, and Charleston, and Savan 
nah, and New Orleans, and Natchez, and Nashville, and 
Cincinnati, and all the flourishing cities and towns in the 
United States, and put them into Pennsylvania, or indeed 
mto New Jersey ; do not yx think they would stand pretty 
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of Israel entered into this land; an¢ wkat the 
other prophets wrote while they w re living 
in it, and while it was so wealthy; telling 
what would come to pass, you may see just 
what has happened. But I will br‘ng a few 
of these prophecies before you. ~ 

In the first place, there were to be few left 
Deut. xxviii. 67. ** And ye shall be left few 
in number, whereas ye were as the stars of 
heaven for multitude.”” I have shown that 
scarcely any Jews are left in their own land, 
though they were once so numerous, and in 
fact the whole population of that country now 
is but small. Isa. i. 7. ‘* Your country is 
desolate, your cities are burnt with fire: your 
land, strangers devour it in your presence, 
and it is desolate as overthrown by stran- 
gers.”’ Mr. Volney writes thus—* In the year 
622, the Arabian tribes collected under the 
banners of Mohammed, and seized, or rather 
laid it waste. Since that period, torn to pieces 
by the civil wars of the Fatimites and the 


thick? Well, I suppose it would not be more so than Pa- 
lestine was, before the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
when the Jews were driven out. And the cities were 
more elegant, and larger, and more strongly built. 
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Ommiades ; wrested from the califs by their 
rebellious governors ; taken from them by the 
Turkmen soldiery ; invaded by the European 
crusaders ; retaken by the Mamelouks of 
Egypt; and ravaged by Tamerlane and his 
Tartars—it has at length fallen into the hands 
of the Ottoman Turks.’’ Yes, the infide 
writer says it has been just as the Bible said 
it would be—overthrown by strangers—de- 
voured by strangers—desolate—destruction 
has come upon destruction. See Jer. iv. 20. 
Moses writes (speaking in the name of 
God), Lev. xxvi. 31, “And I will make 
your cities waste.”’ So many travellers agree 
in telling of the ruins of cities, that I have not 
room for them. From Mount Tabor, a vast 
plain is seen covered over, as it were, with the 
ruins of cities and villages, and the mountain 
itself contains them. Of the celebrated cities 
Capernaum, Bethsaida, Ch »razin (read Matt 
xi. 21—23.. Luke x. 15—15), Gadara, 
and others, nothing remains but shapeless 
ruins. Some remnants of Emmaus may be 
seen. Cana and Nain are little places. Ce 
sarea‘is desolate. Arimathea and Tiberias 
almost ir ruins. Of the towns on the lake o 
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Tiberias no traces are left. Zebulon is a heap 
of ruins. The ruins of Jericho cover a square 
mile—a complete desolation; no palm trees 
nor balsam, nor any other trees left. Bethes 
is not to be found.* And so it is on the land. 
The cities are laid waste. There lie the ruins, 
to show that they were; and also that they 
are now waste. God said it: and it is done. 
‘And I will bring your land into desola- 
tion ;—and your land shall be desolate.” 
Ley. xxvi. 32, 33. I only select a few, and 
leave a great many things without saying any 
thing about them. All travellers say the same 
about this. The plain of Esdraelon, covered 
with a rich, black mould for nearly three hun- 
dred square miles, is a solitude; almost en- 
tirely deserted; the country, a complete de- 
sert. ‘In the valley of Canaan, formerly a 
beautiful, delicious, and fertile valley, there 
s not a mark or vestige of cultivation.” 
‘Carmel is the oabitation of wild beasts.’ 
‘*The art of cu-tivation,” says Volney, ‘is 
in the most deplorable state ; and the country- 
man must sow with the musket in his hand. 
nd no more is sown than is necessary for 


* Read Amos v. 5. 
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subsistence. Every day I find fields aban- 
doned by the plough.” You see, even by this 
short account, that “the field is wasted, the 
land mourneth,” and has become “a desolate 
wilderness.” Joel i. 103 ii. 3. 

Yet God did not intend to destroy the soil, 
as he did in Babylon. He says (Isa. vii. 13), 
it shall be like a teil-tree, and as an oak, whose 
substance is in them when they cast their 
leaves. You know that oak trees, and all 
kinds of trees except evergreens (such as pine, 
cedar, &c.), shed their leaves in the autumn, . 
but remain alive, and in the spring put out 
leaves again. The prophet says the land 
shall be just like these trees. It shall be 
stripped bare, as they are in the winter, but 
the substance shall be in it, ready to flourish 
again when the proper time shall come. And 
so travellers say the land is—very rich, but 
desolate because it is not cultivated. For ins 
stance, Volney says, ‘‘ The land is fat ana 
loamy, and exhibits every sign of the great- 
est fecundity,” or fruitfulness. And he 
says, too, that within the distance of sixty 
miles, if men were to try, they might 
raise the fruits of the most distant countries 
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Maite Brin, the geographer, writes, ‘‘ Gali- 
lee would be a paradise, were it inhabited 
by an industrious people, under an enlight- 
ened government. Vine stocks are to be 
seen here a foot and a half in diameter.” I 
saw once, in the ‘American Bottoms which 
is the richest part of the state of Jilinois, a 
wild grape-vine which I suppose was about 
a foot through; and it was thought a mam- 
moth vine, even there. God is keeping the 
land of Palestine strong, and empty of inha- 
. bitants, so that the Jews can abundantly sup- 
port themselves when they return to it; as 
you know he is keeping them ready, all over 
the world, to go to that land when the time is 
fulfilled. 

“Twill give it into the hands of stRaNGERS 
for a prey, and unto the wicked of the earth 
foraspom. The rossers shall enter into it 
and defile it.” Ezek. vii. 21, 22. It seems 

trange that an infidel writer, while he is op- 
posing the Bible, should use the very words 
of Scripture, and thus show how exactly the 
word of God is fulfilled. Volney, in speaking 


of the frequent invasions by different nations, 


says, ‘*they have introduced a succession of 
oh 
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strangers.”’ And again he says, ** When the 
Ottomans took Syria from the Mamelouks, they 
considered it as the spoil of a vanquished ene- 
my. According to this law, the life and pro- 
perty of the vanquished belonged to the con- 
queror. The government is far from disap 
proving of a system of robbery and plunder 
which it finds so profitable.”’ So an infidel 
declares it is given to strangers for a spoil ; 
and the robbers have entered in. 

In Jer. xii. 10, we read, ‘* Many pastors 
have destroyed my vineyard, they have Trop- 
DEN my portion under foot, they have made 
my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.” 
The prophecies not only tell what particular 
parts shall suffer, and particular cities; but 
often describe the kind of people that shall 
possess each place. Pastors are those who 
keep flocks of sheep, or goats, or other cat- 
tle, like shepherds. They do not settle down 
on a place, and dwell there, and cultivate it; 
but wander over districts, large or small, ac 
cording to. circumstances. Volney has a long 
chapter in one of his books entitled «* Of the 
pastoral or wandering tribes of Syria.” .He 
tells of Turkmen about thirty thousand : 
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““whouse whole property consists in cattle. 
He says the Curds have about *‘ twenty thou- 
sand tents and huts” (for families) ; and they 
are pastors and wanderers like the Turkmen: 
and he also describes the Bedouin Arahs. 
te says, ‘The Turkmen, the Curds, and 
the Bedouins have no fixed habitations, 
but- keep perpetually wandering with their 
tents and Aerds. The Arabs spread over the 
whole portion of Syria, and even the plain 
of Palestine.’”” So it is, that many pastors 
wander over the country continually, as if on 
purpose to fread it under foot. And so an 
infidel bears witness to the truth of the Bible. 

But hear him again. Isa. xxxii. 14, “The 
forts and towers shall be for pens for ever.” 
7olney—‘* At every step we met with ruins 
of towers, dungeons, and castles, with fosses, 
vequently inhabited by jackals, owls, and 
corpions.”’ 

Moses prophesies (Lev. xxvi. 22): “ Your 
tighways shall be desolate.” Isa. xxxiii. 8, 

The highways lie waste; the wayfaring 
mar ceas:th.’” So many cities as there were, 
here must have been a great deal of travel. 
Only think, now many stage-coaches, steam- 
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boa.s, rail-road cars, wagons, carriages, horses, 
and footmen are every day passing fr>m New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wash 
ington, &c., in every direction. Roads and 
rivers are thronged with travellers, or ‘ way- 
faring men,’ as the Scripture calls them. 
But there the cities were nearer together, 
and more people lived in them; and of 
course there were many roads and travellers. 
Isaiah says, in his day, ‘‘the land was full 
of horses, neither was there any end of 
their chariots.” ‘To this day there remain 
proofs of there having been many paved ways 
in Rome and elsewhere. But now, as Volney 
says, ‘‘ In the interior part of the country there 
are neither great roads nor canals, nor even 
bridges over the greatest part of the rivers and 
torrents. .... Nobody travels alone, from the 
insecurity of the roads. One must wait for 
several travellers who are going to the same 
place, or take advantage of the passage of 
some great man, who assumes the office of 
protector, but is more frequently the oppressor 
of the caravan. ‘The roads in the mountains 
are extremely bad; and the inhabitants are so 
far from levelling them, that they endeavoas 
F2 
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to make them more rugged, in order, as they 
say, to cure the Turks of their desire to intro- 
luce their cavalry. It is remarkable that 
there is not a wagon nor a cart in all Syria.” 
And the same writer describes the stopping 
places, called khans—for there are no inns 
any where—as nothing but bare walls, covered 
with dust, and sometimes abounding with 
scorpions. ‘The traveller finds his own pro- 
vision and lodging. Another traveller says, 
‘« There are no carriages in the country, under 
any denomination.” Another says, ‘‘ Among 
the hills of Palestine the road is impassable ; 
and the traveller finds himself among a set of 
infamous and ignorant thieves, who would cut 
his throat for a farthing, and rob him of his 
money for the mere pleasure of doing it.” Is 
not the prophecy fulfilled ? 

“Twill make your cities waste, and bring 
jour saNncTuaRiEs into desolation.’ Lev. 
xxvi. 31. ‘And the high places of Isaac 
shall be desolate, and the sanctuartss of Is- 
rael shall be laid waste.’ Amos vii. 8, 9 
‘‘The paraces shall be forsaken.’ Isa. xxxii- 
14. “J will destroy the remnant of the sna- 
goast.’ Ezek. xxv. 16. ‘J will make the 
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cities waste.—The tanp shall be utterly 
spoiled.”” Such are the prophecies. Now read 
how all this is done, in one short sentence of 
Volney. ‘The ¢emples are thrown down 
the palaces demolished ; the ports [sea-coast_ 
filled up ; the towns destroyed ; and the earth, 
stripped of inhabitants, seems a dreary dwell- 
ing-place.”’ 

This same learned infidel seems astonishea 
beyond measure at what he sees in that land. 
He writes as follows: ‘*Good God! from 
whence proceed such melancholy revolv 
tions? For what cause is the fortune of these 
countries so strikingly changed? Why are 
so many cities destroyed? Why is not that 
ancient population reproduced and perpetu- 
ated?....I wandered over the country; I 
traversed the provinces; I enumerated the 
kingdoms of Damascus and Idumea, of Jeru- 
salem and Samaria. This Syria, said I to 
myself, now almost depopulated, then con- 
tained a hundred flourishing cities, and abound- 
ed with towns, villages, and hamlets. What 
wre become of so many productions of the 
hands of man? What are become of those 
ages ¢f abundance and of life?”” Wonderful 
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indeed! But not more wonderful than that 
Mr. Volney himself, a citizen of France, so 
far distant, and while writing to disprove the 
the Bible, should so exactly fulfil a propheev 
of the Bible concerning that same land. I 
seems almost as if he wrote these lines be- 
cause he could not help it. Read Deut. xxix. 
22—24. ‘THE STRANGER THAT SHALL COME 
‘FROM A FAR LAND SHALL say, when they see 
the plagues of that land. ... Wherefore hath 
the Lord done this unto the land? what 
meaneth the heat of this great anger?” 
How exactly do the exclamations correspond! 
But when the unbeliever cries out thus in 
astonishment, the believer answers in the 
words of the same prophecy: ‘* Zhen shall 
men say, Because they have forsaken the 
covenant of the Lord God of their fathers.” 

Yes! this is the true reason why all this 
desolation exists in Judea. How can any 
one walk through the land, and see all this, 
and know that it was foretold so long ago, 
and so exactly, and yet refuse to believe the 
Bible? O what a hard heart such a person 
must have! And how can any one see and 
believe these things, without trembling to 
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taink what an evil and bitter thing sin is! O 
let not the day or night pass on which you 
read this, withou: full pardon from Him 
against whom you, as well as the children of 
Israel, have sinned. If his threatenings 
against them came to pass, are you safe? 
* How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation,’ as He offers in Jesus Christ? 
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CHAPTER VII. 
COUNTRIES ROUND ABOUT PALESTINE, ETC. 


In showing you what God said shculd hap- 
pen, and what has happened to the countries 
with which the children of Israel used to 
have intercourse, I must be very brief, o1 
else this book will be larger than we wish. 
But still I want you to see and think about 
them; and remember, God takes notice of 
everybody, great and small, and will treat 
them all according to their conduct. 

Ammon. The Ammonites, you know, de- 
scended from Lot, who escaped out of Sodom 
because they believed and obeyed God, The 
people became very wicked and cruel, and God 
threatened to destroy them. He sent Ezekiel 
to prophesy of them. Read Ezek. xxv. 2—10. 
1 put down part only. ‘“ Son of man, set thy 
face against the Ammonites, and prophesy 
against them.... I will make Rabbah a 
stable for camels, and the Ammonites a 
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couching } lace for flocks.”” Mr. Gibbon the 
infidel historian, tells us of the former rickes oi 
Ammon ; and Mr. Volney speaks of the many 
ruins with which it is covered. Other travel 
lers say the same. And Mr. Buckingham 
describes a building made out of the ruins of 
older buildings, which was used by shepherds 
io keep their flocks in at night. He says he 
iay down among flocks of sheep and goats, 
close beside the ruins of Ammon, and was 
disturbed by their bleating all night. See 
how exactly the word of God is fulfilled! 
Moas. Moab came also from Lot, the 
nephew of Abraham. And the people were 
as wicked perhaps as the Ammonites, ana 
much is said about what should be done to 
them. Read the xlvii. chapter of Jeremiah, 
and I could show how it all has come to pass ; 
but I will orly copy the 28th verse. “ O ye 
that dwell in Moab, leave the cities and dwell 
“n the rock, and be like the dove that maketh 
er nest in the sides of the hole’s mouth.’ 
Mr. Volney here again shows that the Bible 
is true. He says the peasants are so much 
in dread of being robbed, that as soon as they 
gather in their harvest, they hide it in secret 


72 THE BIBLE IS TRUE. 


places, and retire among the rocks which 
border on the Dead Sea. And Mr. Seetzen, 
another traveller, relates, that there are ** many 
families living in caverns,” and calls them 
the inhabitants of the rocks.” And so par- 
ticular is the fulfilment of the other prophe- 
cies concerning Moab. 

Ipumea, or Epom. This country lies south 
of Judea, and between that and the Red Sea. 
You remember it belonged to the children of 
Esau, Jacob’s elder brother, The Edomites 
would not let the children of Israel pass 
through their country, when on the way to the 
promised land, though Moses promised to go 
quietly, without doing them any harm. ‘They 
were very powerful and rich, and often 
joined the enemies of Israel. God foretells 
a greater and more terrible destruction to 
Edom than to any of the others. Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, and Ma- 
lachi, all prophesy against it. Cannot my 
young readers find out all the passages and 
mark them down on the margin? Open to 
Jeremiah xlix. and read from the 7th to 10th 
and from 12th to 18th verses. This is part 
of it: “ But Ihave made Esau bare, I have 
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uncovered his secret places, and he shall not be 
abie to hide himself.... Thy terribleness 
hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine 
heart. O thou that dwellest in the clefts of 
the rock, that holdest the height of the hill: 
though thou shouldest make thy nest as high 
as the eagle, I will bring thee down from 
_ thence, saith the Lord. And Edom shall be 
a desolation ; every one that goeth by it shall 
be astonished.”” Volney says, that within 
three days journey, there are upwards of 
thirty ruined towns, absolutely deserted ; that 
among some of the ruins, the Arabs some- 
times fold their cattle, but generally avoid 
them on account of the enormous scorpions 
with which they swarm. How desolate! 
Job lived here in his day, and how rich he 
was! and now, every traveller speaks of the 
country as a desert, with none but the fierc- 
est Arabs dwe ling in, or rather wandering 
over it! 

There are two or three expressions in the 
above prophecy, which I wish you to notice 
“© Thy terribleness—pride—that dwellest in 
the clefts of the rock—make thy nest as high 
as the eagle.”’ Now would you not think it 
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strange to see a city with the houses cut inte 
the rock, just where it stood in the side of the 
mountain? And how powerful and safe such 
a city would be! - Well, there was a city of 
Edom, near its border, called Perra, which 
means a rock, that was built partly on the 
plain between two rocky hills, and part of it 
‘was just cut in these solid rocks, one room 
above another, until they reached very high ; 
just as the eagles build their nests, in such 
high places in the rocks. One would think 
such a city could not be destroyed without an 
earthquake. And yet, there the rocks stand, 
and the elegant pillars and splendid buildings 
still to be seen; but those that were built by 
man with mortar, as we build, are thrown 
jown, so that the ruins only are to be found. 
But these strong, high rooms are empty, with- 
out inhabitants. Only wild beasts, and birds, 
and serpents dwell there. Ido not know how 
this city became so desolate ; but God said it, 
ana itis done. All its ferribleness could not 
save it. ‘The nests like the eagles were not 
too hig: for God to reach. Their prude de- 
ceived them. They are brought down. God 
said, Ezek. xxv. 13, “ J will make it deso-— 
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ate from Teman.” At present, Temun is 
the only inhabited place in the portion of 
the country here spoken of. 

Now look at another prophecy, or rathe 
two Isa. xxxiv. 10, ‘ None shall pass 
through it for ever and ever.”” Ezek. xxxv. 
7, “1 will cast off from it him that passeth 
out, and him that returneth.’’ Idumea is so 
situated, that it is the most direct way from 
Egypt to Judea, and formerly it was used as 
the highway of commerce. But now the 
roads go only on the border, and touch here 
and there. Volney says—‘‘ This country 
has not been visited by any traveller.”’ Cap- 
tains Irby and Mangles, who wished to travel 
through part of it, were near losing their 
lives, and produced a bloody war. The Arab 
Sheikh (or head man of a party of Arabs) 
vowed, that ‘if they passed through his 
lands, they should be shot like so many | 
dogs.” They at length were allowed to visit 
Petra, which is on the border, but had to re- 
turn so soon that they could not examine the 
ruins closely. A number of travellers tried 
to pass through, and failed. One by the name 
of Burckhardt, dressed like one of the people, 
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and spoke their language, and appeared just 
like one of them, so that he went among them 
with less difficulty. He contrived to go over 
a considerable part of Edom. Another, by 
the name of Seetzen, did pass through it. 
But they both died before they returned to 
Europe. It was as God said: “I will cu 
~ off-from it him that passeth out and him that 
returneth.”” ™~s \ 

Lrpanon. You know this is the name of 
the mountain where so many beautiful cedar 
trees grew. It was very celebrated. Volney 
thinks to ridicule the Scripture description 
by writing thus: ‘ There, amid the crags of 
the rocks, may be seen the not very magnifi- 
cent remains of the boasted cedars.’’ I sup- 
pose he did not think what the prophet had 
written should take place, or he would hardly 
have fulfilled it himself. Lebanon is asham- 
. ed and hewn down, said Isaiah. xxxiii. 9 
Read also x. 33, 34, and Ezek. xii. 14. Vol- 
uey adds, in a note, that there are but four oz 
five of these trees which deserve any notice. 
Well, so it was to be. Isa. x. 19, “* The rest 
of the trees of his forest shall be few, so that 
a child may write them.” 
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Nineven. This was one of the oldest 
sities, and largest, after the flood. Jonah 
was sent to prophesy there ; and they repent- 
ed at that time, and were spared. But they 
sinned again, and God sent Nahum, about 
one hundred and fifty years afterwards, to 
prophesy, and leave it in writing. You can 
read it in the book of Nahum. In the first 
chapter and eighth verse it is written, ‘« But 
with AN OVERFLOWING FLOOD he will make an 
UTTER END OF THE PLACE THEREOF.” ‘‘Vine- 
veh is of old like a pool of water.’’ Nah. ii. 8. 
An ancient historian relates, that after a long 
siege in vain, the enemy of Assyria was helped 
by an overflowing of the river, which beat 
down a good deal of the wall, and so it was 
taken. ‘She is empty, void, and waste.”’ Nah, 
ii. 10. How strange! So empty, void, and 
waste is Nineveh. God has made such an 
utter end of the place that it is not known 
where Nineveh stood! Some think they 
have found it, } at none are certain. What is 
supposed 1~ pe Nineveh is only a parcel of 
mounds of earth: no brick or stone. 

Basyton. I shall not say much about this 

.ept city, because I wish you to read a 
G2 
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a00x in the Sabbath-school library, callea 
“The Fall of Babylon,” which tells more 
about it. There you will see how large the 
rity was; how high its walls, and how thicx; 
and you will see how it was taken by Cyrus; 
and afterwards by one after another, until it 
was destroyed. And you can compare all of 
it with the different prophecies by Isaiah anu 
Jeremiah, which would be enough to fill a 
great many pages here. You may learn how 
God called Cyrus by name, before he was 
born; and told, by Isaiah, one hundred ana 
fifty years before it took place, how he shoula 
take Babylon; and how the king of Babylon 
should be reveling and drinking (as Daniel 
tells us); and how Cyrus turned the river so 
as to pass in the channel under the wall, and 
through the ‘*two-leaved gates,’’ which were 
carelessly left open that night, and took and 
destroyed the city. 

But I must point you to one or two prophe- 
cies, and show how they are accomplished. 
Tsa. xii. 9, * Behold, the day of the Lord 
cometh cruel both with wrath and fierce an- 
ger, to lay the land desolate; and he shall 
destroy the sinners out of it.” Ver. 19—21, 
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* Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty 
of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. Ii 
shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be 
dwelt in from generation to generation, nei- 
ther shall the Arabian pitch tent there, neither 
shall the shepherds make their folds there ; 
but wild beasts of the desert shall lie there, 
and their houses shall be full of doleful crea- 
tures,’ &c. Now it was said of Ammon that 
it should be a fold for flocks, to show how de- 
solate it should be. But Babylon shall not be 
so. Why? It shall be a great deal more deso- 
late. And I cannot tell you, in few words, 
more exactly what has happened to Babylon 
than Isaiah did. A great many travellers have 
seen and described it. All agree so far that it 
is easy to know the truth. All tell us of great 
and extensive mounds and ranges of earth, 
covering a great many miles square, wit), the 
reinains of the wall. It is only earth, how- 
ever, for all the bricks have been carried away 
to build other cities that have also become ruins. 
And the Arab is afraid to pitch tent or fold his 
fiucks there, on account of wild and fierce 
animais that harbour in the ruins and mounds 
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Bel boweth down. Bel is confounded. Be: 
means the tower of Babel, or Belus, whick 
was about one-eighth of a mile high, and abou 
the same through, on the ground; or nearly 
six hundred feet. A ruin called Birs Nim 
rood is supposed to be this temple, and is 
fallen down so as to cover more ground thai 
when standing; but itis notso high. J wile 
stretch out my hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down from the rocks, and will make thee 
a burnt mountain. A traveller says that the 
appearance of this place is such that it cannot 
be accounted for, except by supposing that it 
was struck and burnt with lightning, or ex- 
posed to the fiercest fire. The bricks are 
completely melted and run together, so as to 
be as hard as glass. The walls, and indeed 
the city generally, was to be taken from 
thence—carried away; and so the bricks, as 
Isaid, have been taken away to build othe 
cities. But of this ‘* burnt mountain”’ it was 
said, ‘* They shall not take of thee a stone.for 
a corner, nor a stone for foundations.” This 
mass of bricks, so vitrified (that is, burnt into 
glass), is so hard that they cannot break it 
into pieces fit to build with; so that while 
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they have removed almost all the rest, and 
dug over the whole ground for bricks, these 
remain on the spot where they fell. Wild 
beasts of the desert shall lie there. Sir Robert 
Ker Porter saw two or three majestic lions 
on the heights of the Birs Nimrood, as he 
came towards it; the broad prints of their feet 
were left plain on the soil ; and bones of goats 
and other animals lay at the mouths of caves 
or other holes in the ruins. The guides, who 
are Arabs, tell travellers that beasts cf prey 
are plenty there; and they will not encamp 
or spend the night on the spot. ‘* Neither 
shall the Arabian pitch tent there’! said 
Isaiah. 

Tue Arass. I must say a word or two 
about this strange people, and then will leave 
you to think about it. They are the descend- 
ants of Abraham by Ishmael, as the Jews 
came from him through Isaac. Read the 
sixteenth chapter of Genesis. You see in 
the twelfth verse the prophecy which tells 
what sort of people should come of him, and 
how they should live and act. “And he wis 
be a wild man; his hand will be against 
every man, and every man’s hand against 
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him’ You have read and heard a great nea. 
about the Arabs, I suppose, and know how 
true this is. I need not say any thing about 
it, therefore, only to copy what Mr. Gibbon 
says in a book that he wrote to prove that the 
Christian religion did not come from God. It 
is very short, but it is almost the same words 
that you find in the Bible. He says they are 
‘‘ ARMED AGAINST MANKIND’! And it is in- 
deed so. Their hand is against every man, 
and every man’s hand is against them. God said 
it would be so, more than three thousand seven 
hundred years ago; and it is so to this day. 
But see again. It was not that they should 
be shut out from the rest of the world, so as 
not to have opportunities to become civilized. 
The prophecy says, He shall dwell in the 
presence of all his brethren. And thus they 
have been, and are. A long time—near two 
housand years—in the neighbourhood of the 
children of Israel, and ever since surrounded 
by polished nations, they always were, and 
still are wild, and rude, and fierce. They dis- 
dain to learn any thing from others, though 
dwelling in their presence. 

There is another strange thing here If yor 
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will read the thirty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah, 
you will learn about a peculiar people—the 
Rechabites. They are descended from Ho- 
bab, Moses’ father-in-law. You see, gne of 
their forefzthers, by the name of Jonadab, 
who was the son of Rechab, commanded them 
not to build houses, nor drink wine for ever. 
And they would not do either. Even the pro- 
phet could not persuade them to drink wine, 
though it was nearly three hundred years after 
Jonadab had said so. But he said for ever ; 
and they thought of that. Well; God was so 
much pleased with what they did, that in the 
last verse he says by the prophet, ‘‘ Jonadab 
the son of Rechab shall not want a man to 
stand before me for ever.”” That is, they shall 
always worship God, and not idols, just as 
cong as they continue to do the same thing, 
as commanded by their father. Now, it was 
ound, not long since, that this people still exist, 
a separate-people, in the midst of Turks and 
Arabs, yet not Mohammedans, but worship- 
pers of the one true God according to the Old 
Testament, which they :ead in the Hebrew 
language, in which it was written. Look at 
two things here. This prophecy was a pro 


84 THE BIBLE IS TRUE. 


mise; and it is fulfilled: a promise to chib 
dren because they obeyed their parents, and 
because they drank no wine. See how God 
loves to see children obey their parents ; and 
see how he loves to see them temperate. I[ 
think God approves temperance societies, for 
nere is one two thousand seven hundred years 
old; and it prospers yet! And God said it 
would, for he would bless it. 
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CHAPTER VIIL. 
THE CLOSE 


WeLL, my dear young readers, what do 
you chink of all this? I think it is wonder 
ful indeed. How many different things are 
foretold, and all fulfilled? But is this all? 
No, indeed. I have chosen these out of a great 
many more of the same kind, and all the 
while had to leave out something that I 
wished to put in; or else this book woulc 
have been too large. 

But see how exactly they are fulfilled. 
Suppose your parents should promise you, 
that if you would be good children, they 
would make you some nice presents to show 
their pleasure and their love. But if you 
disobeyed, they would take away some of 
your comforts. And suppose they. shouid 
send word to you of this promise, by some 
friend or servant, and should tell you particu 
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larly what they would do. For instance 
Uharles, if you behave well, we will give 
you a new Bible—Mary, a Testament—Wil- 
liam, a Youth’s Friend, and so on; but, if you 
disobey, we will punish you in this way: we 
will make Charles go and stay a week among 
the Indians ; and Mary’s play-house shall be 
estroyed, and William shall have the rod. 
And suppose after you had been naughty 
you should try to think, ‘* Maybe the person 
who told us this did not come from our pa- 
rents ;””? and so persuade yourselves to be at 
ease: and then suppose that long after the 
person who had told you so was gone away, 
some other people who never saw him, and 
knew nothing about him, should begin to do 
just as he said; one should take Charles 
away among the Indians, another tear down 
Mary’s play-house, and another take a rod 
and whip William ; would you not begin to 
think that you were foolish for not believing 
he first message? ‘That is just the way 
with the Bible. It tells just how the Jews, 
he Edomites, the Moabites, the Ammonites, 
he Baby'caians, and all the rest should he 
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punished ; not all alike, but each one in a dif- 
ferent way from the rest, and yet all severely. 
And it has happened just as the prophets 
said. God did not make a mistake, and do to 
Ammon as he said he would do to Babylon ; 
but each one has suffered according to the 
very words. Who could know all this so 
long beforehand? None but God. But it is 
a. great deal more wonderful, because the 
people that fulfilled these prophecies did not 
mean to do it. Some of them did not know 
any thing about God, nor even that this book 
ealled the Bible was written. ‘They did not 
do it to please God, but themselves. And 
some of them fulfilled the word of God by 
trying to destroy it. He maketh the wrath 
of man to praise him. ‘The friends of God 
fulfil his word because they love to do it. 
But wicked people fulfil it because they can- 
not help it. He does to them as he said and 
did to Sennacherib, king of Assyria. 2 Kings, 
xix. 28, and Isaiah xxxvii. 29. “* J will put my 
hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, 
and Iwill turn thee back by the way by 
which thou camest.’’ ‘They may try to hur 
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God’s people, and to defeat God’s will, but 
they cannot; and their very attempt will 
only fulfil his word. 

You see, then, that THe BisLE Is TRUE. 
It is the word of God. All the men in the 
world cannot prevent it from coming to pass 
just as God says. And if you have read this 
little book carefully, and been willing to know 
the truth, you are so sure of its truth, that 
all the unbelievers in the world could not 
convince you to the contrary. You would 
say, “ They have not read the Bible, and 
compared it with history, or else they could 
not help believing it.” Now, do not believe 
merely because other people do, when you 
can find out for yourselves. Examine care- 
fully. The Bible says—*‘ Prove all things ; 
hold fast that which is good.” 

One more question. You see how the 
word of God has been fulfilled in things and 
times past. Whatdo you think? Will any 
part of his word prove untrue? Our Lord 
says, ‘* Not one jot or one tittle of his word 
shall fail ; but all shall be accomplished.” 
As if he had said, not one dot or ene comma 
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flow paeett But has he said any thing about 
you and me? Ah! we ought to look into 
that. If he has said any thing about us, we 
ought to know it, and act accordingly. Well, 
ne says now, that all are sinners ; and Jet me 
tell you, my dear yonng friend who now read 
this book, I know, and God knows you are 
a sinner. Now God says—* Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners: To seek 
and to save that which was lost.’’ Sinners 
are lost, but Christ can save them. How ? 
He says, ‘‘ Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest:’? ‘He that believeth....shall be 
saved,—he that believeth not shall be 
damned :”’ ‘ Repent, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out.’”’ And now, 
dear children, ‘‘ How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation?’ Do not merely 
say, ‘* The Bible is true, and I believe it;” 
but O take the precious Saviour of sinners at 
his word; give him your heart, show how 
you love and trust him by doing whatsoever 
he commands you. 

May the blessed Lord lead you into all 
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truth, and make you wise unto salvation, 
and may you and I meet in heaven, to talk 
about the things contained in this little 
dcok, and praise God and the Lamb for ever 
Amen. 


THE END. 
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